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THE NAME IMPLIES the last line of defense. But the safety position at Montana has evolved into a cerebral signal-caller, a leader and defensive stud. 
Thanks to the dynamic talents of recent Grizzlies pa-
trolling the secondary, the safety is no longer the last 
resort. It’s the first. The safety position at Montana 
has featured some of the greatest athletes to ever 
don the maroon and silver.   
The legacy began with Tim Hauck, who was 
an All-American Griz safety in the late 1980s be-
fore spending 13 years in an NFL uniform. Cur-
rent starting safety Erik Stoll is the next installment 
of pro-level secondary dating back to Hauck’s 
reign of terror more than two decades ago.  
Stoll, a senior from Sandpoint, Ida-
ho, leads this year’s  ferocious Mon-
tana defense. His five intercep-
tions on the season rank him near 
the top of college football and he 
leads a defense with nearly a 
dozen takeaways already this 
year.  
“I’ve had a lot of opportu-
nities to make plays; a lot of 
that comes from the defen-
sive line putting pressure on 
quarterbacks,” Stoll said.  
Stoll attributes his de-
velopment and success 
to the teammates before 
him, the coaches and 
the opportunity to take 
the field every day as 
a Grizzly. 
“It’s everything. 
You come out here 
everyday and work 
hard. Every play. Ev-
ery moment. Every 
comment. It shapes 
you,” Stoll said.  
At 6-foot-2 and 
200 pounds, he’s the 
prototypical size of a 
pro-ball tracker, and he’s 
developed under the last two Montana 
safeties now in the NFL: Colt Anderson 
and Shann Schillinger.  
When people 
think of the safety 
position at Montana 
in recent memory, 
they think of the 
brown hair stream-
ing behind Anderson, 
the “Butte Missile.”  
Anderson made his 
mark on Montana football 
with his signature tenacity, 
relentless pressure and a rugged, 
do-it-all mentality, etching the No. 19 jersey 
in the hearts of the maroon and silver faithful.  
Anderson built his reputation prowling between 
the sidelines at Washington-Grizzly Stadium. He 
was famous for not only protecting against the deep 
ball and disrupting crossing routes, but also for deliver-
ing hits that made ball-carriers, returners and wide-outs 
tread lightly at the secondary level of the defense.  
In his senior campaign in 2008, Anderson led the Griz-
zlies to the FCS national title game. He snatched three in-
terceptions and led the team in tackles with 129. He had 
the big plays, but in between the hard hits, he was devot-
ed to helping Schillinger and Stoll develop into the next 
touchstones of the defense.    
“You work your way up to being the go-to guy,” Ander-
son said. “Then when your time is up you pass it on to the 
next guy and watch him develop.”   
Anderson said Schillinger and Stoll followed him in 
emplifying Montana football.  
“It’s not just about showing up on game day. It’s about 
working hard on and off the football field,”  Anderson 
said. “Shann and Erik did that while I was there and con-
tinued after I left.”  
Following his 2009 graduation, Anderson took his lock-
down talents to the National Football League, signing with 
the Minnesota Vikings.  
With Anderson gone, along with a lauded senior class, 
Schillinger, a blue-chip prospect from a high school dynas-
ty east of the divide, took the helm for the Grizzlies.   
Schillinger picked up where the “Missile” left off — ter-
rorizing quarterbacks and frustrating receivers, reveling in 
the spotlight.
A product of Baker High School in Baker, Mont., Schil-
linger filled the starting spot as safety with preordained 
expectations after Anderson’s success, and after leading 
his high school football teams to an overall record of 49–1 
during his prep career.   
Schillinger recorded 90 tackles and a team-high four in-
terceptions while leading the Grizzlies to a second-straight 
national title game appearance in 2009. Like his predeces-
sor, Schillinger saw potential in Stoll and dedicated his 
time to help him excel as the next leader.   
“I came in and was fortunate to learn from Colt. He’s 
a big reason for my success,” Schillinger said. “I tried to 
pass on what I learned to Erik and I’m really proud of his 
development. He’s become a great player and great leader.  
“After the season last year I told Erik ‘thanks,’ and that I 
was excited to watch him take over as leader of the defen-
sive,” Schillinger said. “I admire Erik. He works hard. He’s 
a great player and teammate, and a student of the game. 
There’s not a lot like him.”  
Schillinger’s  work in the Montana secondary resonated 
with NFL scouts, and led to his name being called at the NFL 
Draft last spring by the Atlanta Falcons in the sixth round.   
It didn’t take long for Schillinger to make an impact in 
the NFL, making a seamless transition from small-college 
superstar to playing on Sundays. In the preseason opener, 
Schillinger intercepted a pass and returned it 29 yards to 
set up a touchdown in a Falcon’s win over the Kansas City 
Chiefs in August.  
“Playing at Montana and under Tim Hauck has given 
me an edge in the transition to rookie in the NFL,” Schil-
linger said.  
Schillinger and Anderson attributed much of their suc-
cess to each other and to Hauck, the secondary coach dur-
ing their time with the Grizzlies.  
“Hauck really helped us develop in the secondary,” An-
derson said. “He played at the highest level and knew what 
it took to get there.” 
Schillinger echoed Anderson’s praise for the former 
coach and for the pro-style defense Montana football is 
known for. 
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Erik Stoll, safety
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WITH HAUCK, Anderson and Schillinger all in the NFL now, Stoll has continued the level of 
safety supremacy after learning from those 
before him.  
“Working with Colt and Shann, they 
taught me a lot,” Stoll said. “They taught 
me that there will always be opportunities 
throughout the game to makes plays.”
Stoll transferred to Montana in 2006 af-
ter his freshman year with the Idaho State 
Bengals. Although he had to wait his turn 
in the passing of the torch, his mentors 
took notice of his abilities. 
“When Erik first got to Montana, we 
knew he was a player,” Anderson said. “It’s 
too bad he had to wait his turn to being the 
top guy, but he used it to his advantage and 
has become a great leader.”  
Current Montana defensive coordinator 
Mike Breske praises Stoll’s abilities, work 
ethic and unquenchable love for the game.  
“Erik’s production level is unbeliev-
able. His production level is outstanding. 
His leadership is outstanding,”  Breske 
said. “The safety position has been a men-
torship for years.”   
After Hauck but before Anderson and 
Schillinger, the safety position for Montana 
again garnered national recognition. At the 
turn of the century, All-American safety 
Vince Huntsberger patrolled the secondary 
for the Grizzlies, leading the team to a Na-
tional Championship in 2001 over Furman. 
But maybe even more notable, Huntsberg-
er, who remains Montana’s all-time leading 
tackler with 393, earned a vote for the Heis-
man Trophy in 2001. 
But Huntsberger was only part one of 
the two-headed monster in the secondary 
for Montana in the early 2000s. His un-
derstudy at the time, defensive back Trey 
Young, earned Big Sky Defensive Player of 
the Year as a junior en route to Montana’s 
title.  
Huntsberger and Young brought an at-
tacking, big-play style to the center field, 
with Anderson and Schillinger following 
suit with rugged determination.
Stoll is the product of all that tradition, 
the embodiment of every dynamic quality, 
making him a truly great football player.  
“There’s been great players at the safety 
position,”  Breske said.  “Erik has carried 
on the tradition of excellent safeties at The 
University of Montana.” 
With veins popping through his fore-
arms and biceps, Stoll has the strength and 
speed to accent his physical makeup, plus 
the intelligence to complement it all.
Stoll maintains a 3.92 GPA, studying 
Cellular and Molecular Biology.  
NFL GMs, scouts and coaches have 
combed the college ranks for versatile de-
fensive backs whose toughness and athleti-
cism can meet the criteria for the evolving 
dynamics of secondary play in the pros. 
With the ability to set defenses from a wid-
er scope, match up with slot receivers and 
tight ends, and fearlessly take on running 
backs near the line of scrimmage, all while 
possessing lockdown coverage skills and 
the dazzling footwork to change directions 
on a dime, Montana Grizzly safeties have 
made UM ‘Safety U.’ to pro scouts.
daniel.mediate@umontana.edu
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Erik Stoll is instructed by UM defensive back coach Aric Williams.
1, CJ Atkins, WR, 6-2, 210, JR, ENCINO, CA
2, Trumaine Johnson, CB, 6-3, 197, JR, STOCKTON, CA
3, Antwon Moutra, WR, 6-2, 188, JR, CARSON, CA
4, Erik Stoll, S, 6-2, 203, SR, SANDPOINT, ID
5, Donny Lisowski, CB, 5-11, 195, JR, SEATTLE, WA
6, Aaron Roberts, WR, 5-11, 170, FR, SPOKANE, WA
7, Jeff Larson, WR, 6-4, 210, SR, CUT BANK, MT
8, Sam Gratton, WR, 6-0, 197, SO, BILLINGS, MT
9, Mike McCord, CB, 6-0, 195, JR, PHOENIX, AZ
10, Jordan Johnson, QB, 6-1, 185, FR, EUGENE, OR
11, Brandon Dodson, CB, 5-8, 170, SR, TULARE, CA
12, Andrew Selle, QB, 6-2, 219, SR, BILLINGS, MT
13, Josh Pelczar, CB, 5-9, 180, FR, BILLINGS, MT
14, D.J. Zapata, QB, 6-3, 175, FR, SAN MARCOS, CA
16, Jabin Sambrano, WR, 5-11, 170, JR, TEMECULA, CA
17, Gerald Kemp, QB, 6-2, 215, SO, SAN DIEGO, CA
18, Justin Roper, QB, 6-6, 215, SR, BUFORD, GA
19, Shay Smithwick-Hann, QB, 6-4, 210, FR, KALISPELL, MT
20, Houston Roots, CB, 5-10, 185, JR, RIO LINDA, CA
21, Jimmy Wilson, CB, 5-11, 185, SR, SAN DIEGO, CA
23, Cam Warren, WR, 5-6, 170, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
24, Steven Rominger, S, 5-10, 185, FR, MISSOULA, MT
25, Marlin Miles, CB, 5-9, 170, SO, PORTLAND, OR
26, Jordan Canada, RB, 5-9, 172, FR, WEST COVINA, CA
27, Sean Murray, CB, 6-1, 190, FR, CORONA, CA
28, Peter Nyguen, RB, 5-8, 175, SO, BELLEVUE, WA
29, Bryce Carver, WR, 6-1, 170, SO, DILLON, MT
30, Bo Tulley, S, 6-2, 185, FR, SPOKANE, WA
31, Andrew Badger, S, 5-11, 210, JR, ELMER, NJ
32, Alex Shaw, LB, 6-1, 232, JR, SPOKANE, WA
33, Brett Kirschner, RB, 5-10, 207, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
34, Chase Reynolds, RB, 6-0, 195, SR, DRUMMOND, MT
35, Dan Moore, RB, 5-11, 225, JR, TUCSON, AZ
36, Houston Stockton, S, 5-10, 165, SR, SPOKANE, WA
37, Carson Bender, DT, 6-4, 280, SR, DEER LODGE, MT
38, Russell Schey, K, 6-2, 185, SO, BILLINGS, MT
39, Lance Carl, RB, 5-11, 190, FR, MISSOULA, MT
40, Caleb McSurdy, LB, 6-1, 245, JR, BOISE, ID
42, Ty Timmer, LB, 6-2, 205, FR, GREAT FALLS, MT
43, Brooks Nuanez, S, 6-2, 205, FR, MISSOULA, MT
44, Jordan Tripp, LB, 6-2, 210, SO, MISSOULA, MT
45, Beau Donaldson, RB, 6-1, 233, JR, MISSOULA, MT
46, Clay Pierson, S, 6-3, 212, FR, TWIN BRIDGES, MT
47, Severin Campbell, DE, 6-4, 210, SR, GOLDEN, CO
48, Jake Raynock, OL, 6-2, 255, SO, BILLINGS, MT
50, Bryan Waldhauser, DT, 6-4, 242, JR, WORDEN, MT
51, Chris Bradford, DT, 6-2, 255, FR, SAN BERNARDINO, CA
52, John Kanongata’a, LB, 5-11, 218, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
53, Josh Stuberg, LB, 6-2, 216, SO, HELENA, MT
54, Trevor Rehm, LB, 6-3, 210, FR, DILLON, MT
55, Taylor Tuliaupupu, LB, 6-0, 225, FR, LA VERNE, CA
56, Brock Coyle, LB, 6-2, 215, JR, BOZEMAN, MT
57, Charles Burton, G, 6-5, 310, SO, LONG BEACH, CA
58, Zach Wagenmann, DE, 6-3, 210, FR, MISSOULA, MT
59, Tyrone Duncan, DT, 6-2, 300, JR, WESTLAKE VILLAGE, CA
60, Blake Lebeau, OT, 6-5, 285, SO, UNION CITY, CA
61, Shawn Bradshaw, G, 6-3, 240, FR, MISSOULA, MT
62, Eric Pietrowski, C, 6-4, 270, FR, FRESNO, CA
63, Brett Brauer, G, 6-2, 260, FR, MISSOULA, MT
66, Russell Piette, OL, 6-4, 310, SR, VANCOUVER, WA
68, Stephen Sabin, G, 6-4, 305, JR, CHANDLER, AZ
69, Race Sciabica, K, 5-11, 190, FR, BELLEVUE, WA
70, Jeremy Lapan, OT, 6-5, 285, JR, SANTA ANA, CA
71, Alex Verlanic, C, 6-2, 282, SR, DRUMMOND, MT
72, Trevor Poole, DT, 6-5, 275, FR, SPOKANE, WA
74, Jon Opperud, OT, 6-7, 305, JR, MILWAUKIE, OR
75, William Poehls, OT, 6-8, 305, FR, CHANDLER, AZ
76, Danny Kistler, OT, 6-8, 335, FR, SEATTLE, WA
77, Jake Hendrickson, G, 6-3, 285, JR, GILBERT, AZ
78, Kyle Kmet, G, 6-5, 271, SO, BONITA, CA
79, Kyle Hofmann, OT, 6-4, 280, FR, ORCAS ISLAND, WA
80, Sean Haynes WR, 6-3, 183, FR, LOS ANGELES, CA
81, Mitch Saylor, WR, 6-5, 210, FR, VANCOUVER, WA
82, Jacob Haas, TE, 6-5, 225, SO, PORTLAND, OR
83, Brody McKnight, K, 6-0, 194, JR, VANCOUVER, B.C.
84, C.J. Hatchett, WR, 6-3, 185, FR, VANCOUVER, WA
85, Austin Reifeis, TE, 6-3, 230, FR, SAMMAMISH, WA
86, Greg Hardy, TE, 6-5, 245, SO, FAIRVIEW, MT
87, Garrett Riggio, DE, 6-3, 230, SO, SCOTTSDALE, AZ
88, Levi Buckles, WR, 6-2, 215, SO, POST FALLS, ID
89, Rob Overton, TE, 6-6, 240, SR, SAN LEANDRO, CA
90, Ryan Fetherston, DE, 6-4, 218, JR, EAST HELENA, MT
91, Bobby Alt, DE, 6-3, 260, JR, ONTARIO, CA
92, Alex Bienemann, DT, 6-2, 275, FR, DENVER, CO
93, Braydon Schilling, DT, 6-2, 270, JR, GILLETTE, WY
94, Sean Wren, P, 6-6, 210, JR, YORBA LINDA, CA
95, Tonga Takai, DT, 6-2, 295, FR, WAIPAHU, HI
96, Josh Harris, DE, 6-5, 231, SO, KALISPELL, MT
97, Tonio Celotto, DT, 6-2, 305, JR, OAKLAND, CA
98, Ben Hughes, DT, 6-0, 285, JR, GRANTS PASS, OR
99, Tyler Hobbs, DT, 6-4, 265, SR, SPOKANE, WA
Offense:
Justin Roper-QB
Chase Reynolds-RB
Jabin Sambrano-WR
Sam Gratton-WR
Antwon Moutra-WR
Greg Hardy-TE
Jon Operud-LT
Stephen Sabin-LG
Alex Verlanic-C
Russell Plette-RG
Charles Burton-RT
Brody McKnight-K/P
Defense:
Trumaine Johnson-CB
Brandon Dodson-CB
Bobby Alt-DE
Tyler Hobbs-DT
Bryan Waldhauser-NT
Ryan Fetherston-DE
Jordan Tripp-LB
Caleb McSurdy-LB
Alex Shaw-LB
Erik Stoll-SS
Mike McCord-FS
Starting Lineups
Brody McKnight,  JR, K — 
The Big Sky Special Teams Player 
of the Week deserves the top spot 
in this week’s Players to Watch. 
His three field goals in last week’s 
game, including a game winner as 
time expired, shed light on how 
clutch this guy is. He is 13–15 this 
season with a personal best of 53 
yards. McKnight kicked his career-
best field goal, a 54-yarder, last year 
against NAU.
Tyler Hobbs,  SR, DE —
The senior captain made his 
return to the field last week in 
Portland after missing two games 
with a sprained ankle. If the No. 
7 Griz are to continue their 
four-game win streak 
without a last minute 
scare like last week, 
Hobbs’ will have 
to put pressure on 
the quarterback 
and be efficient 
in shutting down 
NAU’s lead runner, 
Zach Bauman.
Players to WatchMontana
by Taylor W. Anderson
Defense:
Trumaine Johnson-CB
Brandon Dodson-CB
Bobby Alt-DE
Tyler Hobbs-DT
Bryan Waldhauser-NT
Ryan Fetherston-DE
Jordan Tripp-LB
Caleb McSurdy-LB
Alex Shaw-LB
Erik Stoll-SS
Mike McCord-FS
Offense:
Michael Herrick-QB
Zach Bauman-RB
Austin Shanks-WR
Daiveun Curry-Chapman-WR
Khailil Paden-WR
Nick Larson-TE
Adrian Garcia-LT
Kris Poindexter-G
Danny Roper-G
Anthony Williams-G
Alex Mott-RT
Matt Myers-K
Defense:
Taelor Worrell-CB
Davion Dumas-CB
Kyle Rath-DE
Dan Pela-DT
Issac Bond-DT
Michael Battisti-DE
Cody Dowd-LB
Anthony Llanos-LB
Reid Worthington-LB
Matt Estrada-FS
Taylor Julio-SS
Drew Zamora-P
Starting Lineups
Players to Watch NAU
2, Austin, Shanks, WR, 5-8, 175, JRPACOIMA, CA
3, Taylor Julio,S, 6-1, 185, SO, SAN DIEGO, CA
5, Matt Estrada, S, 5-10, 185, SR, LA HABRA, CA
6, Nick Ragland-Johnsen, LB, 6-1, 211, JR, SEATTLE, WA
7, Michael Herrick, QB, 6-1, 205, SR, VALENCIA, CA
8, Chasen Stangel, QB, 6-1, 190, JR, SAN JACINTO, CA
10, Sam Unger, WR, 6-1, 185, FR, KALAUPAPA, HI
13, Dillon Winiecki, WR, 6-3, 198, JR, FLAGSTAFF, AZ
14, Mike Czyz, WR, 5-10, 180, JR, DANVILLE, CA
14, Randy Hale Jr., CB, 5-10, 175, FR, BUCKEYE, AZ
15, Chase Cartwright, QB, 6-3, 215, FR, CHANDLER, AZ
16, Cary Grossart, QB, 6-1, 188, SO, FOLSOM, CA
17, Ca’leve Deboskie, WR, 6-1, 180, FR, CHANDLER, AZ
18, Khalil Paden, WR, 6-2, 180, JR, CHATSWORTH, CA
19, Anders Battle, CB, 6-1, 185, FR, PHOENIX, AZ
20, Taelor Worrell, CB, 5-10, 185, SR, LAKESIDE, CA
21, Daivon Dumas, CB, 6-1, 180, SR, LAGUNA NIGUEL, CA
22, Giovannie Dixon, RB, 5-10, 190, SO, RESEDA, CA
23, Jamaal Perkins, RB, 5-9, 185, FR, OXNARD, CA
24, Blake Bailey, CB, 5-8, 170, FR, SAN DIEGO, CA
24, Aaron Schoenecker, TE, 6-4, 230, SR, WOODINVILLE, WA
25, Kasseem Osheroff, S, 5-11, 205, JR, PORTLAND, OR
26, Tanner Hansler, S, 5-10, 175, SO, REDLANDS, CA
27, Mana Purdy, CB, 5-8, 175, SO, KAMUELA, HI
28, Phil Pollock, LB, 6-1, 195, FR, GLENDALE, AZ
29, Matt Myers, K, 6-1, 200, JR, CORONA, CA
30, Jonathan DeWitt, RB, 5-10, 180, FR, LOS ANGELES, CA
31, Brian Hunter, S, 6-0, 185, SR, COVINA, CA
32, Keanu Kalolo, LB, 6-1, 225, FR, LAKEWOOD, CA
33, Anthony Llanos, LB, 6-3, 251, SR, PHOENIX, AZ
34, Reid Worthington, LB, 6-1, 225, SR, YORBA LINDA, CA
35, Zach Bauman, RB, 5-10, 200, FR, CHANDLER, AZ
36, Max Zemezonak, CB, 5-10, 175, SO, CAVE CREEK, AZ
37, Darren Watson, CB, 6-1, 190, SR, ALHAMBRA, CA
38, Taylor Malenfant,  S, 6-1, 190, SO, SCOTTSDALE, AZ
39, Robert Watson, S, 6-1, 190, FR, LONG BEACH, CA
40, Andy Saldana, C, 5-11, 205, JR, PASADENA, CA
41, Andy Wilder, K, 6-3, 205, FR, SCOTTSDALE, AZ
42, Drew Zamora, K, 6-1, 187, JR, COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
44, Cody Dowd, LB, 6-3, 250, SR, SCOTTSDALE, AZ
46, Scott McKeever, LB, 6-1, 225, JR, WICKENBURG, AZ
47, Taylor Patton, S, 6-1, 200, SO, SAN CLEMENTE, CA
48, Shad Bride, S, 5-10, 193, FR, SAINT JOHNS, AZ
49, Michael Battisti, DT, 6-3, 240, SR, HESPERIA, CA
50, Ben Bachelier, LS, 6-0, 230, JR, RIO RICO, AZ
52, Tooolefua Samuelu, LB, 6-1, 236, SR, HARTFORD, CT
53, Vinnie Paciulli, TE, 6-1, 230, JR, PHOENIX, AZ
53, Jake Phipps, DT, 6-4, 230, FR, MESA, AZ
54, Craig Frum, LB, 6-3, 225, FR, MESA, AZ
55, Stuart Tawney, OL, 6-5, 245, FR, TUCSON, AZ
56, Brandon Phillips, LB, 5-10, 215, SO, LOMA LINDA, CA
57, Anthony Williams, OL, 6-5, 290, SR, PINETOP, AZ
58, Sheehan Barnhart, DT, 6-3, 255, FR, PENDLETON, OR
60, Shane Moniz, OL, 6-3, 265, FR, CANOGA PARK, CA
61, Kris Poindexter, OL, 6-2, 295, SR, PHOENIX, AZ
62, Hayden Renning, C, 6-1, 210, FR, FLAGSTAFF, AZ
63, Sebastian Sica, OL, 6-1, 280, FR, PHOENIX, AZ
64, Adrian Garcia, OL, 6-1, 305, SR, REDWAY, CA
66, Chase Wick, OL, 6-3, 275, FR, CARLSBAD, CA
67, Roy Garcia, DT, 6-3, 250, FR, TEMPE, AZ
68, Jeff Hines, OL, 6-0, 312, SR, MESA, AZ
70, Grant Denny, OL, 6-4, 275, SR, PLEASANTON, CA
71, Joe Gurski, OL, 6-5, 280, FR, VALLEY CENTER, CA
72, Trey Gilleo, OL, 6-6, 280, SO, KINGMAN, AZ
73, Gareth Facciano, OL, 6-5. 265, FR, TUCSON, AZ
74, Kyle Walker, OL, 6-4, 260, FR, TUCSON, AZ
75, Dwight Boyd, DT, 6-5, 325, JR, PINETOP, AZ
76, Danny Roper, OL, 6-4, 280, SO, CLAYTON, CA
77, Junior Vicente, OL, 6-1, 265, FR, PRESCOTT, AZ
78, Alex Mott, OT, 6-5, 290, JR, TROUTDALE, OR
79, Chris Pitts, OL, 6-5, 250, JR, ANTIOCH, CA
80, Ify Umodu, WR, 6-3, 215, FR, COVINA, CA
81, Jeremy Dang, WR, 6-3, 215, FR, GLENDALE, AZ
82, Daniel Adler, WR, 5-9, 180, JR, PLEASANT HILL, CA
83, Louis Schenk, TE, 6-4, 253, SR, HENDERSON, NV
85, Nick Larson, TE, 6-8, 245, SR, VENTURA, CA
86, Brian Riley, TE, 6-4, 252, JR, TUCSON, AZ
87, Jesse Bueno, WR, 6-1, 180, FR, TRABUCO CANYON, CA
88, Daiveun Curry-Chapman, WR, 6-2, 205, SR, CORONA, CA
88, Drew Emanuel, TE, 6-4, 225, FR, MESA, AZ
89, Kyle Rath, DT, 6-5, 271, SR, LAS VEGAS, NV
90, Tim Wilkinson, DT, 5-11, 290, FR, LAS VEGAS, NV
91, Zack Ka’ahanui, DT, 6-1, 265, SO, PORTLAND, OR
93, Kainoa Pe’a, DT, 6-1, 250, SR, HILO, HI
94, Jarret Bilbrey, DT, 6-5, 245, SO, SAN DIEGO, CA
95, Blayne Anderson, DT, 6-4, 275, JR, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA
96, Isaac Bond, DT, 6-4, 260, JR, VANCOUVER, WA
97, Alec Hutton, DT, 6-4, 250, JR, LAKE ARROWHEAD, CA
97, Matt Wilson, OL, 6-6, 265, FR, PAYSON, AZ
98, Dan Pela, DT, 6-3, 275, JR, PHOENIX, AZ
99, Brandon Vance, DT, 6-2, 236, SR, PORTLAND, OR
by Taylor W. Anderson
Isaac Bond,  JR, DT —
Bond currently leads NAU with 5.5 
sacks in six games after leading his team 
in sacks last season. This defensive end 
will try for Roper’s head each snap, 
and if the Grizzly O-line isn’t ready for 
his attack, chances are he’ll get a few 
cracks in.
Zach Bauman,  FR, RB —
Nine touchdowns in six games, 
including a four touchdown season 
opener, make this running back a force 
to be reckoned with. Bauman averages 
over 122 all-purpose yards per game, 
with a 4-yards per rush average 
and 9.7-yards per reception. 
If the Griz are to shut 
NAU down, they’d 
better start 
with Bauman.
Montana Kaimin
Saturday,  October 23, 2010GAMEDAY6
They have one of the top defenses 
in the country, an offense that has the 
ability to light up the scoreboard and a 
coach that hails from Oregon.
In many ways, the Montana Griz-
zlies (4–1 in conference, 5–2 overall) 
will see a reflection of themselves 
when they line up against the Northern 
Arizona Lumberjacks (2–1, 4–2) on Sat-
urday at Washington-Grizzly stadium.
Although, traditionally, the Griz and 
Lumberjacks haven’t met with much 
more than bragging rights on the line, 
this year’s contest has the potential to im-
pact the conference title race significantly.
“It’ll be a battle,” said senior quarter-
back Justin Roper. “Every game the last 
few weeks has been a battle.”
Heading into the final month of the 
season, each team has suffered only one 
conference defeat and can claim a con-
ference title by winning the rest of its 
games.
Despite their nearly flawless records, 
the Griz and Lumberjacks aren’t the 
only teams with realistic title dreams 
this season.  
Eastern Washington and Montana 
State each have only one loss and have 
turned the final four weeks of play into 
a high stakes, four-way game of “chick-
en.”
“There’s parity; there’s no question,” 
said Griz head coach Robin Pflugrad.
Considering the way they snatched 
victory from the jaws of defeat last 
week, the Griz are fortunate to still have 
only one conference blemish thus far.
After allowing the Portland State Vi-
kings to engineer a five-minute, 97-yard 
drive to take the lead late in the fourth 
quarter, the Griz momentarily put their 
offensive ineptitude behind them and 
rode the leg of junior kicker Brody 
McKnight as he nailed a 25-yard game-
winning field goal with three seconds 
left on the clock.
The winning kick was the second of 
McKnight’s career and earned him con-
ference special teams player of the week 
honors.
 “I never thought I’d say that about a 
kicker … but I really like the guy,” Pflu-
grad said. “Not that I don’t like kickers; 
I just don’t like to see them on the field 
all that much … He’s somewhat an au-
tomatic guy right now so he is our MVP 
at this point in the season, no question.”
Despite McKnight’s heroics, the 
inconsistent Grizzly attack and kick-
return coverage is quickly becoming a 
liability.
One week after scorching the Idaho 
State Bengals for nearly 500 total offen-
sive yards and 47 points, the Griz were 
only able to muster 295 total offensive 
yards and two touchdowns against the 
Vikings.
The Griz also allowed their third kick 
return for touchdown in two games af-
ter Nevin Lewis scored on a 92-yard 
kickoff return for Portland State.
The beneficiaries of a series of for-
tuitous circumstances against Portland 
State, it’ll take a little more than luck for 
the Griz to triumph over a Lumberjack 
team that is playing at a high level.
Following a narrow defeat at the 
hands of Eastern Washington, the 
Lumberjacks humiliated a previously 
unbeaten Montana State team 34–7 at 
home last weekend.
Taking a page out of the Grizzlies’ 
book, the Lumberjacks use a blitz-hap-
py defense and an efficient quarterback 
to get the job done this season.
Northern Arizona’s defense is allow-
ing only 69.7 rushing yards per game 
and has racked up 19 sacks this season.
Against Montana State, the Lum-
berjacks held the Bobcats to 16 rushing 
yards and brought down the quarter-
back four times.
“Stats don’t mean a lot to me,” said 
senior running back Chase Reynolds. 
“They’ve stopped teams, but we’re still 
going to go out and we’re not going to 
look at the stats and say we can’t run on 
them.”
Offensively, senior quarterback Mi-
chael Herrick guides the Lumberjacks 
with a steady hand. After being named 
a preseason All-American and a Walter 
Payton Award candidate, the Ole Miss 
transfer has lived up to those expecta-
tions this year.
Herrick is one of the top five passers 
in the conference and averages nearly 
205 passing yards per game. In the first 
30 minutes against Montana State, Her-
rick surpassed that average by 18 yards.
If the Grizzlies manage to disrupt 
the Lumberjacks’ passing game it will 
be without stand-out defensive end Sev-
erin Campbell.
Campbell sustained a broken knee-
cap, after he was chop blocked in the 
game against Portland State, and will 
miss a significant amount of time.
Pflugrad did not want to comment on 
what led up to the injury in Tuesday’s 
press conference, but the coach was vis-
ibly annoyed by the series of events.
Prior to the injury, Campbell was 
leading the Grizzlies with 4.5 sacks this 
season and tied for second on the team 
with six tackles for loss. 
Senior cornerback Brandon Dodson 
feels that even without Campbell, the 
Griz defense is ready to ground North-
ern Arizona’s vaunted aerial attack.
“We know they like to pass the ball 
and they have a very good quarterback 
who makes real good decisions, but for 
the most part we’re going to go out there 
and get the job done and do what our 
coaches coach us to do,” Dodson said.
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
Axin’ the Jacks’: Griz face tough test in NAU
PREVIEW
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Montana’s Jimmy Wilson (21) looks for a sack on Portland State’s Connor Kavanaugh last weekend in Portland.
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
It’ll be a battle. Every game the last few 
weeks has been a battle.”
Justin Roper, senior quarterback
“
”
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Matt Estrada sits back, sur-
veying the full field. From his 
position, he can see every one 
of the other 21 players on the 
turf, all lined up in front of him 
like pieces on a chess board. 
They’re coiled like springs, 
ready for the snap of the ball. 
And so is he.
It’s a common occurrence for 
Estrada during football games 
with the Northern Arizona 
Lumberjacks this year, his se-
nior season. Adding to his nor-
mal position of safety, the last 
line of defense that keeps an 
eye on the whole play, Estrada 
now also handles the kick re-
turn duties. Being the return 
man comes with the same feel-
ing of isolation on an island, 
watching the play develop in 
front of you, he said. But the 
similarities end there.
“There’s not really a correla-
tion between them at all,” Es-
trada said, chuckling as if he’s 
never quite made the connec-
tion before. “I mean it’s a whole 
different position than safety.”
Estrada’s first love on the 
football field has always been 
defense, even dating back to 
the first time he picked up a 
ball at age seven. The physi-
cality of it had him hooked 
from the beginning. Dish-
ing out hits seemed so much 
more appealing than receiv-
ing them. Still, he did what he 
could on offense when called 
upon throughout high school, 
including occasional punt 
and kick returns.
After playing a year at Ful-
lerton Junior College, just down 
the road from his hometown of 
La Habra, Calif., he transferred 
to Northern Arizona. As a 
sophomore and junior, he was 
strictly defensive, though. Back 
in his comfort zone, the safety 
said he actually started to miss 
getting the ball.
“We had a great returner, 
and I didn’t get the opportunity 
to [do returns] the last couple of 
years,” Estrada explained. “But 
it’s awesome being back there 
and getting to do it again.”
Through five games in 2010, 
Estrada’s taken his dual roles in 
stride. After first struggling on 
the return game, the 5-foot-10, 
185-pounder returned his first 
collegiate punt for a score to 
lead a comeback effort against 
Southern Utah earlier this 
month. The 66-yard scamper 
pulled him in a Big Sky Confer-
ence special teams player of the 
week award.
The honor was his second of 
the season, matching a defen-
sive award coming the week 
before. In that victory over 
Idaho State, he had forced and 
recovered a fumble while also 
intercepting a pass.
Estrada’s strength and versa-
tility come from his passion for 
the game, said Jerome Souers, 
Northern Arizona’s 12th year 
coach. 
“There’s no aspect of the 
game he doesn’t like,” Souers 
said. “He’ll play quarterback if 
you let him; he’s that talented 
and instinctive of a football 
player.”
Playing both positions, and 
more importantly, playing 
Northern Arizona safety 
leads defense and special teams
NAU
A.J. Mazzolini
Montana Kaimin
them well, requires two dis-
tinct sets of instincts. A de-
fender must always focus on 
trying to get his offense the 
ball back, the safety said. That 
could mean shutting down 
the opposition’s offensive 
drive or taking it upon one’s 
self to physically take the ball 
away.
“Getting the offense back 
the ball is a huge part of my 
plan every game,” Estrada said, 
who has done very well in the 
category, snagging an intercep-
tion and forcing three fumbles 
so far this season. “You’re just 
being physical, trying to create 
momentum.”
Lining up as return special-
ist is less about brute force. Fi-
nesse is the name of the game, 
Estrada said. A returner must 
find holes and exploit weak-
nesses in the coverage, but 
more importantly, he has to 
catch the ball first. That can be 
more difficult than it sounds, 
he added.
“I played baseball a lot when 
I was younger,” Estrada said, 
“and it helped me judge the ball 
when it comes off the punter’s 
foot.”
Estrada’s spark as a captain 
of the Big Sky’s No. 1 ranked 
defense has helped elevate the 
Lumberjacks (2–1 in confer-
ence, 4–2) to the upper ech-
elon of the conference midway 
through the season. The team 
is better at stopping the run 
and the pass now that Estrada 
has evolved into an all-around 
defender, his coach said.
When Estrada first arrived 
in Flagstaff, Ariz., play-action 
passes could throw him off and 
gut the defense for big plays, 
Souers said, but not anymore.
“He’s gotten much better at 
reading run and pass,” Souers 
said. “He has the safety’s abil-
ity to be in the right place at 
the right time … He’s a better 
balanced player and he can 
perform well against both con-
sistently.”
anothony.mazzolini@umontana.edu
Courtesy of Northern Arizona University
Matt Estrada, safety
Sacramento State (3–3, 2–2 Big Sky) at No. 8 East-
ern Washington (5–2, 4–1 Big Sky)
The Hornets travel to take on the Eagles on the now-
infamous red turf in Cheney, Wash., in an effort to settle 
the age-old argument of whether it’s better to be rested 
or tested.
Eastern is coming off an emotional come-from-behind vic-
tory in which it scored two touchdowns in the final 3:08 
to stun the Northern Colorado Bears 35–28.
All-world running back Taiwan Jones led the charge for the 
Eagles with 168 yards and three scores.
With the win, the Eagles retained their top10 ranking and 
kept pace with Montana State for the top spot in the Big 
Sky.
Sacramento State, on the other hand, is coming off a bye 
week and will try to knock the Eagles off their emotional 
high.
While the players will undoubtedly be wearing pads and 
helmets, it’s quite possible that a track meet may break out 
when the top two rushers in the conference go head-to-
head on the red carpet.
Hornet running back Bryan Hilliard’s average of 120.3 
rushing yards per game is second only to Jones (who aver-
ages 122.3 per game).  Each player has scored 22 times this 
season and Hilliard is seeking his sixth-straight 100-yard 
rushing game.
Prediction:  Although the Eagles let another team 
hang around, they still find enough plays to pull out 
a fourth-straight win.  38–35
Northern Colorado (2–5, 1–4 Big Sky) at No. 15 
Montana State (5–2, 3–1 Big Sky) 
This was supposed to be the year the Bears took a step 
forward and made their first serious push in the Big Sky 
since joining the conference in 2006.
However, after falling to Eastern Washington in a heart-
breaker last weekend, this year is becoming more of the 
same for the perpetual conference bottom-feeder.
The Bears’ lone conference win this season has come 
against lowly Idaho State and since that triumph, they have 
been blown out by both Montana and Sacramento State.
It won’t get much easier for the Bears when they take on 
a Montana State team that was embarrassed by Northern 
Arizona 34–7 in Flagstaff,  Ariz., last week.
Before the Bobcats could blink, they were down 28–0 and, 
although defensively they weathered the storm the rest of 
the way, the same offense that hung 64 points on Sacra-
mento State was only able to muster a single score.
For the first time this season Bobcat redshirt freshman 
quarterback Denarius McGhee looked green and per-
plexed by the stingy Lumberjack defense.
McGhee completed only 14 of his 30 pass attempts for 
107 and a touchdown.  
While it’s easy to pin the loss on a freshman with seven 
games to his credit, the quarterback didn’t get much help 
from an offensive line that allowed four sacks.
Prediction:  A little taste of humility does wonders 
for the ‘Cats in a romp.  34–13
Portland State (2–4, 1–2 Big Sky) at Weber State 
(3–3, 2–2 Big Sky)
With Northern Arizona, Montana State, Eastern Washing-
ton and Montana all boasting one conference loss, Weber 
State is quickly becoming the team that is stuck between 
the elite and the doormats.
The Wildcats are fresh off an unimpressive 16–13 win over 
last-place Idaho State and have yet to prove that they will 
become a major player in this year’s title chase.
Weber State senior quarterback Cameron Higgins is still 
the Wildcats’ most potent offensive weapon and can add 
a few more accolades to his distinguished college resume 
with a big performance this weekend.
Higgins sits only 49 yards behind former Northern Ari-
zona quarterback Travis Brown for third-place on the Big 
Sky’s all-time passing list and needs only three touchdowns 
to become the conference’s all-time passing touchdown 
leader.
However, Higgins may find it difficult to break too many 
records against the suddenly stout Vikings defense.
Since the start of conference play, the Vikings have shaved 
nearly 100 yards off their average allowed per game and 
came agonizingly close to beating the Grizzlies last week in 
Hillsboro, Ore.
In a game that had many Griz fans holding their breath, the 
Vikings lost a heartbreaker 23–21 after Montana kicker 
Brody McKnight drilled a 25–yard field goal as time ex-
pired to deny the upset bid. 
The Wildcats are playing down to their opponents while 
the Vikings continue to elevate their game under first-year 
coach Nigel Burton.
Prediction:  The Vikings finally get their first signa-
ture victory in the Burton era.  27–17
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
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Around the Big Sky
story by Troy Warzocha
Montana’s Chase Reynolds has set numerous 
records over his last two seasons with the Griz. 
Gameday Kaimin will track Reynolds this season 
as he ascends up the record books and continues 
to etch his name in Montana history. 
Career Rushing Yards:
4,070 Yohance Humphery, 1998-01 
4,018 Lex Hilliard, 2003-05; 07 
3,565 Chase Reynolds, 2008-Present
Career Touchdowns scored:
55 Chase Reynolds, 2008-Present
53 Lex Hilliard, RB, 2003-05, 07
48 Yohance Humphery, 1998-01 
CHASEing     History
Pork Green Chili
This week’s tailgate recipe of the week 
brings some sweet southern spice to Mon-
tana. Saturday’s weather forecast is a bit 
gloomy, which makes this a perfect tailgate 
treat. Enjoy. 
Ingredients: 9 country style pork ribs (bone in)
1 yellow onion, skin on, rough cut
1 red onion, skinned, bite size cut
2 carrots, cut in quarters
2 carrots, sliced
4 stalks celery, rough-chopped
2 stalks celery, diced
1 or 2 head garlic, halved
12 Anaheim chilies
2 potatoes, one rough cu,t one bite sized
2 or 3 14-oz cans green 
enchilada sauce
Add habanero peppers for spice
Season ribs with salt. Heat oil on medium 
heat until very hot. Sear ribs in pot on all 
sides until well browned. Remove last batch 
from the pot, leave oil in pot for flavor. Add 
rough-cut yellow onion, rough-chopped car-
rot, rough-chopped celery and garlic.
Add ribs last, then add water until the wa-
ter covers about half to ¾ of the ingredients. 
Ribs should steam, not stew. Cover and place 
in oven set at 325-degrees for four hours.
Strain and reserve liquid making sure to 
keep it. Discard vegetables. Allow pork to 
cool, then shred from the bone in bite-sized 
pieces using a fork. Add back into the pot, 
along with reserved liquid, chilies, red onion, 
carrot coins, sliced celery, bite sized potato 
and green enchilada sauce. Cook on medium 
to low heat uncovered, stirring occasionally 
for about an hour.
TAILGATE
  Recipe of the Week
by Taylor W. Anderson
